
  
 
 

City of Willits  Brooktrails Township CSD 
111 E. Commercial Street Page 1 of 2 24860 Birch Street 
Willits, California 95490  Willits, California 95490 

 
 

– NEWS RELEASE – 
 
 
Date:  March 26, 2015 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
THE CITY AND BROOKTRAILS SETTLE LONG-STANDING DISPUTE 

 
Willits, CA – The City of Willits and Brooktrails on Wednesday settled all of their claims against 
each other on the third day of trial. The settlement came after a lengthy mediation session while 
the jury trial was proceeding in Sonoma County. The settlement was recited in court on 
Wednesday morning and the trial was ended after both the City Council and the Board of 
Directors unanimously approved the settlement in late night meetings on Tuesday. 
 
Although the settlement resolved all issues in the five year old lawsuit, the settlement extended 
well beyond the issues of disagreement into the relationship of the parties moving forward with 
both parties committing to a goal of developing a collaborative future relationship. The 
settlement established lines of communication for consideration of issues of joint interest and 
concern as those issues might arise in the future. For example, the settlement put in place a 
process for considering the establishment in the future of a Joint Powers Agency to administer 
the wastewater treatment plant. 
 
As the trial unfolded in Sonoma County, representatives of both sides met at the County 
Museum in a 12-hour mediation session hosted by prominent lawyer, former judge, and Willits 
resident James King. The City was represented by Mayor Burton, Councilmember Larry 
Stranske and City staff, while Brooktrails was represented by Board President Rick Williams, 
Director Tim Ramming, and District staff. 
 
Mayor Burton took the lead in reaching out to Brooktrails last Sunday to set up the mediation 
session, which was hastily scheduled on short notice for Tuesday. The Mayor said, “I welcome 
moving the focus away from the disagreements of the past to the solutions of the future.” 
Brooktrails Board President Rick Williams said, “It is time to put this controversy into the past 
and look forward to the how Brooktrails and the City can work together in the future.” 
 
The settlement brought a sudden end to a lawsuit which had been pending for five years and 
had festered for years before that. The jury expressed excitement to learn that the trial, which 
had been projected to extend into late April, was being ended by settlement.  
 
The settlement itself resolved all the complaints and cross complaints of the parties and 
extended well beyond to putting in place procedures for future cooperation. The settlement put 
in place a $22,000 flat rate for Brooktrails to pay each month for four years, which will avoid 
concentration on the supporting accounting, which had been a source of disagreement. During 
the four-year period, the parties will consult with each other to review the accounting data to 
determine the basis for charges in the future. 
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The four-year period will provide time for the City to install a functional meter to measure the 
total flow of the two communities. The parties will also establish a four-person committee to 
investigate the feasibility of establishing a Joint Powers Agency with a goal of having the agency 
in place within four years, with each party to equally share the cost of any feasibility studies for 
such investigation. 
 
The settlement also clarified the relationship of the parties regarding land purchases in the past 
and in the future. The City will retain complete ownership of all of the land purchased for the 
plant without Brooktrails contributing to a disputed purchase in 2003 and with the parties 
consulting in advance of any future purchases. 
 
The settlement also resolved the participation by Brooktrails in the financing of the $24 million 
wastewater treatment plant, with Brooktrails participation being fixed at 36% of the repayment 
obligation going forward, as well as payment to the City in the amount of $213,500 for past loan 
obligations. 
 
For any questions, please contact Willits City Manager Adrienne Moore at amoore@willitscity.com 
or (707) 459-4601, and Brooktrails General Manager Denise Rose at drose@btcsd.org or (707) 
459-1028. 
 
 

# # # 


